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Introduction 

The use and misuse of drugs and alcohol can have a huge impact on our local communities in terms of accidental fire, road traffic collisions, crime and disorder, and also the burden to health care systems.
The cornerstone of the strategy is that we know that many of these problems can be prevented. By working together we can reduce drug and alcohol related incidents and anti‐social behaviour as well as reducing drug and alcohol related violence and other adverse effects on health and society. 
“At a national level alcohol related harm is estimated to cost approximately £20 billion a year as a result of drinking beyond safe limits.  5.9 million Adults in the UK are thought to drink more than twice the recommended daily amount of alcohol and it is estimated that 1.8 million are chronic drinkers.  The 2005 Rotherham lifestyle survey showed that, of the respondents, 16% were ‘Tee Total’. 23% had drunk more than the recommended units of alcohol in the previous week, 14% often or occasionally felt ashamed or guilty about their drinking and 15% felt they should cut down. The 2006 Rotherham Young People’s lifestyle survey showed that 41% of year 10 (age 14) boys drank on a regular basis and 47% of year 10 girls, of the girls 60% drank 10-20 units weekly. The most common type of drink for young people was alcopops, closely followed by spirits then lager.  Alcohol related hospital admission costs in Rotherham for 2005/2006 were £356,220.” ROTHERHAM ALCOHOL HARM REDUCTION STRATEGY, 2007
As a fire service this has massive effects on our resources, manpower, time, and finances.  This has made it imperative for South Yorkshire Fire and Rescue to develop a robust and realistic Drug and Alcohol Strategy.  
Using a strategic approach to tackling drugs and alcohol related incidents will involve us understanding the problems in Rotherham in more detail through research and continuing to work with are partner so that we can tackle the causes of the problems and assess whether we are having an impact.
Key aims and objectives 

The overall aim of the Drug and Alcohol Strategy is:  
To work in partnership to reduce the harmful effects of drugs and alcohol experienced by individuals, families, and local communities.
This will be achieved by working to:

· Reduce the number of drug and alcohol-related incidence and antisocial behaviour through education at school and college.
· Reduce the risks caused by drug and alcohol misuses by partnership working.
· Reduce drug and alcohol-related harm among children and young people through engagement such as young fire fighter.
· Promote sensible drinking.
· Reduce drug and alcohol related fires by increasing awareness of fire safety, delivering home fire safety checks and increasing smoke alarm ownership.
To support the implementation of the strategy an action plan will be developed involving local partners in delivery.  The action plan will be reviewed and updated annually.
Current activity to reduce Drug and Alcohol misuse in Rotherham

· Fire fighters in the Rotherham district have attended drug and alcohol training twice in the past 3 years.

· Cut-it-Out is a multi-agency event, which stages a Road Traffic Collision (RTC) reconstruction.  Members of the public are able to see how each of the emergency services deals with rescuing casualties from a crashed vehicle.  Fire fighters provide a running commentary to describe each stage of the rescue, incorporating advice on the dangers of speeding, the dangers of drink and drug driving and why seatbelts should be worn. 
· Head on – is a similar format to the LIFE courses, but focuses on RTC reduction.  Young people aged 15 and over, all of whom have been referred by local Youth Offending Teams, are given first-hand experience of the consequences of dangerous driving and driving under the influence of drugs and alcohol.  Fire Fighters show the participants how to use extrication equipment and the youngsters experience what it is like to be cut out of a car that has been involved in an accident.
· Drug awareness sessions received by all community safety staff

· Alcohol awareness sessions received by all community safety staff

· RTC Roadshow - The RTC Roadshow, staged in schools and colleges around Rotherham, sees victims of road traffic collisions and members of the emergency services recount their experience of tragedy on the roads.  Students also hear from a man sent to prison for causing the death of a young mum during a crash in South Yorkshire.  This hard-hitting and emotional event is the work of South Yorkshire Fire & Rescue, South Yorkshire Police, and the Yorkshire Ambulance Trust.
· Collect data relating to fires and incidents that may involve drugs and alcohol.
· HSC3 help to identify people that are drug and alcohol users and are at risk of fires accruing and being hurt in the event of a fire happening. 

· Signpost people at risk of drug and alcohol fire incidents to treatment agencies.

· Work with shelter accommodation to conduct HSC and HSC3 to all premises housing people with drug and alcohol problems around Rotherham.

· Drive 4 Life - As one of the partners in the South Yorkshire Casualty Reduction Partnership, SYFR are involved with the Drive 4 Life programme which invites 17-24 year old learner drivers to undergo road safety training.  The free two-hour interactive programme is designed to provide information that will enable drivers to make sensible and safe decisions when out on the roads.  The programme covers issues such as having the correct documentation, speeding, drink and drug driving, wearing seatbelts and distractions.
· Work with the Adult treatment system manager from the Alcohol and Drug Strategy team to offer our service to drug dependant people by delivered hotline cards to all 13 pharmacies around Rotherham that have needle exchange to promote the HSC service also left refer form for individuals that want us to contact them directly . 

· Year 10/11- Learn and Live - Pupils are shown a hard-hitting series of DVD clips ‘Learn and Live’, which illustrate the shocking and tragic consequences of road traffic collisions.  The programme is aimed at 15 – 17 year olds to make them aware of their need to stay safe not only as new drivers but also as passengers. The presentation includes hard hitting video clips of road traffic collisions and addresses the issues around speeding, young drivers, drink, and drug driving, seat belts and mobile phones.
· Home Safe DVD – Hazard awareness package based around home fire safety.  This is aimed at Year 4 children but is combined will an information booklet to be completed by their families when they get home.  The DVD contains the information around the consequences of using alcohol cooking food and other bits of safety.  Package will be rolled out September 2010.
Implementation of the strategy

The implementation of the strategy will change with the growth and expansions of the activity and events undertaken by the position of the Vulnerable Persons Advocate.

South Yorkshire Fire and Rescue will provide fire safety training for organisations that act as a go-between and or directly interact with drug and alcohol users.  So that with increased knowledge they will be able to offer, fire safety detection and prevention information as solutions in the event of a fire.  
We will establish links and the development of best practice in relation to accessibility of information between the fire service and drug and alcohol partnerships organisations.  Evaluating/ monitoring partnerships to ensure SYF&R targets are being met.
Organise presentations and actives/events for Local Communities, drug, and alcohol Organisation, Community Events, Shelter Housing Organisations, involving SYF&R personnel.
SYF&R will gather referrals after events or presentation for the use of the community engagement team for the installation of smoke alarms, and conducting home fire check on specific target areas.
Appendix 1
Involvement with key partners

Relevant partner agencies, organisations will be involved on the development of this strategy and to contribute to how we tackle drug and alcohol misuse together over the next three years. 
Key partners and agencies are:

· Primary Care Trust

· General Practitioners

· Police

· Probation

· Voluntary and Community Sectors

· Service Users

· Adult Drug Treatment Providers

· Substance Misuse Treatment Providers

· Children and Families Service

· Social Services

· Youth Offending Team

· Housing

· Supporting People

· Licensing

· Trading Standards

· Road Safety Team
· Know the Score

· RMBC

· Rotherham Health School 
	Appendix 2
The data below shows when incidents are like to occur by hour of day for Rotherham Fire District Only - IRS 1st April 2009 - 31st May 2010
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25.9% of Accidental Dwelling Fires occur between 21:00 & 07:00 hours
71.2% of Accidental Dwelling Fires occur between 07:00 & 21:00 hours
The data in this table shows incidents where drugs &/ or alcohol may or may not have been involved
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Appendix 3
The data in this table shows incidents by station area where drugs &/ or alcohol may or may not have been involved.
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The data in this table relates to circumstances leading to injury where victims may or may not be suspected of being under the influence of drugs &/or alcohol by age.
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